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Johnnycake Village was first produced in 1977 for the
National Park Service at The Cuyahoga Valley National
Recreation Area. As an outdoor, living history program,
Johnnycake Village re-created a mythical canal town as
it might have existed on the Western Reserve during the
1800's. Visitors to the Village took part in major events
in the building of our country as they became involved in
debates over whether or not to build a canal, helped
rescue a runaway slave or celebrated the 25th
Anniversary of the State of Ohio. During its three
years, eight different scenarios and two Christmas
programs were developed by EVE's director and 15
actors. Over 15,000 people relived history at the
Village.
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IN THE VILLAGE

Welcome to Johnnyeake Village !

We invite you to journey back in time to the 1820 to a mythical
village that may have existed i in estern Reserve. Tlere you will
meet and be able to talk to (k oved from “the crowded

East to the Western

During 1820, the ca ; v Lopic of the day.
You may be in the s ' ' m 1en heated debates
erupt between vi i i se who are against
it. Governor Lthan Al Johnnycake to

In 1825, the canal began, 7 ywnspeople in the com-

mencement ceremonies : . shovelful of ground.
Governors Clinton, from P rk, an from Ohio, Orator
Thomas Ewing and canal ¢ one Kelley will be on hand

for the festivities.

"duaracters” find their way into Jo‘hﬁnycake Village. Medwme men
and bounty hunters come through town disrupting the village calm.

Finally it is 1827 and the canal is ready to open its first section between
Akron and Cleveland. Join in the celebration of the opening with
Altred Kelley.

We encourage you to fully participate in these events. Express your
opinion in the debate over the canal, enjoy the foot races and hay
mazes, join in the celebration of the first digging and consequently. the
opening of the canal ! Most importantly, get to know the people of
the village  talk to them, and live with them !

Johnnycake Village will be open Thursday through Sunday afternoons
from June 30th till September 4th and on the Fourth of July and
Labor Day, September 5th. We hope you will visit us often !



JOHNNYCAKE VILLAGE

THE SCENE

The small canal town of Johnnveake adjacent to the Ohio and FErie

Canal.

THE TIME
Approximately 150 years ago.

TOWNSPEOPLE

Clizabeth Mills (1802, '25,'27)
Rebecen Schmidt (1826) . .

Debra Goodson (1520-27)

Carole Goodson (1820, '25,°27) . .
Rachel Yohnston (1826) .

Governor Brown (1820) .

Governor Clinton (1825) . .

Jacob Brown and Micheal O'Reiley (1826) . .

Governor Tiffen (1827)

Luke Mansfield (1820,'26). . . . . . .

Alfred Kelley (1825, °27)

Essie Hopes (1820, '25, '27)
Thomas Goodson (1820, "25,°27) .
Jack Smith (1826) . 3\
Obadiah Quiglem (1820 -27) . .
Ebenezer Mills (1820, 25, °27)
Shawn Behen ( 1826)

Jane Merriweather (1520 - 27)
Sarah Comstock (1820 -27)
Nathanial Goodson (1820, °27)
Thomas Cwing (1825) . .
William Jones (1826 ) A
Jonathan Schmidt (1820-27). .

Spevial Thanks Ja
Dr. Mary Ann Fruth

. Jackie Chesney

. . Jackie Chesney
Debra K. Gemind

. Carole Geraci

. Carole Geraci

. John Houser

. John Houser

. John Houser

. John Houser

« « &+ . Kelly Lawrence

. Kelly Lawrence
Sandra Helene Melton
. Derek Schneider

. . Derek Schneider

. Kem Schneider
Rick Simmons

Rick Simmons

. Jane Spencer

. Belte Lou Versaci

Richard L. Weisheimer
Richard L. Weisheimer
Richard L. Weisheimer

.. Anothony Weinert
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The National Park Service is pleased lo bring this unique production of
JOHNNYCAKE VILLAGE to the American public as a part of its cele-
bration of the Ohio and Erie Canal Sesquicentennial.

The National Park idea is 2 legacy of our Nation, an historic outgrowth
of the democratic ideals of opportunity and equality for all. A quotation
from the Yellowstone Act, carved above the Park’s North Portal, clearly
states the intent of Congress in establishing all national parks: “For the
Benefit and Enjoyment of the People™. Today, the National Park
System numbers nearly 300 natural, historical, and recreational places,
touching every region of the country and nearly every chapter of United
States History. These parks and the associated national landmarks pre-
serve the diversity of the original American landscape and pay (ribute to
the many peoples and cultures that have shaped America and its people.

The National Park Service hopes your visit to the 19th century town of
JOHNNYCAKE VILLAGE will enable you to obtain a better under-
standing of the people and the activities of the early settlers of the
Cuyahoga Valley.

Printed: W. 1, Delgado (Volunteer in Parks)
Special Thanks to: Jane Meuk, Akland Advertising & Lithography



Four years in the life of the Ohio-Erie Canal
were presented during the first season:

* A day in 1820 when the idea of the canal
in the state of Ohio is being discussed

- July 4, 1825 - the groundbreaking
ceremony for the Ohio-Erie Canal

+ A day in 1826 - town life during the digging
of the canal

+ July 4, 1827 - The opening celebration of
the Ohio-Erie Canal



1833: the impact of the Leonid
Meteor Shower in the Western
Reserve.

1840: William Henry Harrison's
Campaign for President

1844: A run-away slave comes
through town



Johnnycake
Village
Scenes




Paul K. Schneider as
Obadiah Quigley

Debra Gemind as Mrs.
Goodson

Derek Schneider as
Jack Smith
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Elizabeth Mills




Dennis Wemm as
Nathanial Goodson




Ken Schworm as
Luke Mansfield




Luke Mansfield (Ken
Schworm) gets ready for
a celebration




Carole Goodson (Carole
Geraci) makes a friend




Carole Goodson and friend
at the General Store




Luke Mansfield
(Kelly Lawrence)
and Jack Smith
(Derek Schneider)
in the General
Store




The Villagers discuss
the benefits of
building the canal by
their town.




The Villagers at
a town meeting.




A day in 1826 -
The Canallers
take a day off!
Gamblers, Con
Men and “Ladies
of the Afternoon”
come to the
Village




1826 -
The Con Men arrivel




Debra Beck (Debra

Gemind ) - a "Lady Of
The Afternoon” - plans
her revenge on the Con

Men
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Villagers!




Townspeople gather
in front of the
General Store




John Houser as Jacob
Brown teaches the
children about Ohio's
statehood




The children learn
about Ohio's
statehood during a
Fourth of July
celebration




Getting ready to
muster during the
Fourth of July

| Celebration




Getting ready for
the Flag raising on
the Fourth of July




Flag raising on the
Fourth of July




1844: A Runaway
Slave comes to town
and the Villagers
meet to discuss a
plan




Willie Womac
(Jeff Bivens) is
the escaped slave.




The Ladies
disguise the Male
Runaway as a
Woman and lead
“her” out of town.




The Ladies of the
Village have a
sewing bee




Governor Ethan
Allan Brown (JohAn
Houser) visits the
town




The Ladies plan a
reception for
Governor Ethan
Allan Brown




The villagers celebrate with Reverend
Schmidt who puts a Christmas Tree up.
This is the first Christmas Tree the
villagers have seen. After decorating the
tree with apples, yarn dolls, and popcorn
strings, they listen to the Reverend read
the story of the birth of Christ and then
all join hands to sing "Silent Night”
together.




Getting ready to
decorate the
Christmas Tree




Decorating the
Christmas Tree




Decorating the
Christmas Tree




Johnnycake Village
makes the news




GIVE LIGHT AND THE PEOPLE WILL FIND THEIR OWN WAY

% | The Cleveland Press

S

= A Seripps-Howard Newspaper
==
THOMAS L. BOARDMAMN, Editar WILLIAM A HOLCOMBE, Business Manager

OHIONS LARGEST EVENING NEWSPAPER

[ WMRPPS WARD

Friday, Sept. 30, 1977 PAGE B4

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The good old days
came alive in park

The Cuyshoga Valley Nationzl Park has
really outdone itself with the opening this
summer of Johnny Cake Village In Pennin-
sula

Johnny (Cake s a recreation of a town as it
might have existed in Ohio’s Western Re
serve during the 1820's and the building of
the Ohio cansl

Reliving the opening day of the canal, with
the speeches and festivities with “llown peo-
ple” like widower Merriweather (played by
Jane Spencer) and fown drunk, Obadizh
Quiglem (Kem Schneider. is an experience
no history hook ean match

Thank you. National Park Scrviee, for tell
ing it like it was,

GREG CZNADEL, 13402 Terminal Ave,
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with Eden Valley Enterprises, the
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Valley Natbonal Park,
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Canal town of  Johnnycaks Village,
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1al Town Revisited

a2 s
" e
Johnnycake Village
ohnnycake Village,
Jobhnnycake Village is Eden Valley's lirse
project, Snporsored by the Cuyahoga Valley National
Recreation Arcs, a new area in the National Park
Seryice, ks part of the sesquicentennial celebration of
the opening  of the Ohie—Frie Canal, Johnnycuke
Village ix @ re-ensctment of 3 pertod in American
History that was dominated by a  pew fangled
of transpartation —— The Canal,

Turning back the clock to this more ramantic time,
Eden Valley will present an opportunity for today’s
Americans to find out what life was like “back thep
and mayb ¢ even change the course of history. Visitors
to the Village can take part in & major event in the
building of our country. Johnnycake Village is 4 busy
place with debates on the advantages and
disadvantages of building the canal at all;  arguments
take place between citizens of one city and townspeaple
of unother over which town will be an the route of the
canal. canul builders may find themsclyes subject o
many tonguc lashings from various clergy and lay
people who see them a3 immaral: new industries will
develop with the canal; tourism will increase with ts
new méthod of transporration;  ruoaway slaves may
find their way nto tne village and the impending
threat of the railroads to the canal will be felt by all the
villagers.

Future plans for Eden Valley include cyentual
full—time operation as a learning —culteral center,
During the next fow vears there are plans (o take
Johopyeake Village mnd other similar living histare
presentanons into area schools,

These presentations will be supplemenwd by
classes sbout the historical period. clothing and teals of
the time, cte, Within the educational activities. the
needs and desires of the students and teachers imvoived
will be the peimary consideraticn. The performance
activities will grow o include & theatre, concerts, dance
shows. and art exhihits, The next few years will
concentrate  on the development of 4 community
theatre. The theatre (as well as other performance
arcas) will work in conjunction with the classes and as a
supplemental cxperience for them.

If you ure interesred in joining the Eden Yalley Co
or would like more information, you may call Bette Lou
Versaci at $62.5777.

Joseph Kern, 12329 Darlington Avenue, phone
662-3541, s vice president of this organization, aud he
wo may be teached for informarion.
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SHOWN IS A map of the area in which Johnnycake
Yiltage In lacated. This is a part of the Valley View Nuthonul
Park which is being constructod.
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Eden Valley continues to present living history programs as well as
murder mysteries, reader’s theatre programs, plays and other
event programming. The company has produced special programs for
a number of local organizations including The Tuscarawas Historical
Society, The Lorain County Metro Parks, North Coast Harbor, The
Steamship William 6. Mather, Roscoe Village, The Great Lakes
Historical Society and the Western Reserve Historical Society.

Eden Valley is a not-for-profit organization under section 501(c)(3)
Contact Information:

Website: www.edenvalleyenterprises.org
Eden Valley Enterprises; 1250 East River St.; Elyria, Ohio 44035



http://edenvalleyenterprises.org/contactgoogle.htm
http://www.edenvalleyenterprises.org/

