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Johnnycake Village was first produced in 1977 for the 
National Park Service at The Cuyahoga Valley National 
Recreation Area. As an outdoor, living history program, 
Johnnycake Village re-created a mythical canal town as 
it might have existed on the Western Reserve during the 
1800's. Visitors to the Village took part in major events 
in the building of our country as they became involved in 
debates over whether or not to build a canal, helped 
rescue a runaway slave or celebrated the 25th 
Anniversary of the State of Ohio. During its three 
years, eight different scenarios and two Christmas 
programs were developed by EVE's director and 15 
actors. Over 15,000 people relived history at the 
Village.  











Johnnycake Village’s  
First Season 

Four years in the life of the Ohio-Erie Canal 
were presented during the first season: 

• A day in 1820 when the idea of the canal 
in the state of Ohio is being discussed 

• July 4, 1825 – the groundbreaking 
ceremony for the Ohio-Erie Canal 

• A day in 1826 – town life during the digging 
of the canal 

• July 4, 1827 – The opening celebration of 
the Ohio-Erie Canal  



During the following years, 
Johnnycake Village presented 
additional years in the life of 

the town including: 

1833:  the impact of the Leonid 
Meteor Shower in the Western 

Reserve. 
1840:  William Henry Harrison’s 

Campaign for President 
1844:  A run-away slave comes 

through town 



Johnnycake  
Village  
Scenes 



Paul K. Schneider as 
Obadiah Quigley 

Debra Gemind as Mrs. 
Goodson 

Derek Schneider as 
Jack Smith 



Jackie Chesney as  
Elizabeth Mills 



Dennis Wemm as  
Nathanial Goodson 



Ken Schworm as 
Luke Mansfield 



Luke Mansfield (Ken 
Schworm) gets ready for 
a celebration 



Carole Goodson (Carole 
Geraci) makes a friend 



Carole Goodson and friend 
at the General Store 



Luke Mansfield 
(Kelly Lawrence) 
and Jack Smith 
(Derek Schneider) 
in the General 
Store 



The Villagers discuss 
the benefits of 
building the canal by 
their town. 



The Villagers at 
 a town meeting. 



A day in 1826 –  
The Canallers 
take a day off! 
Gamblers, Con 
Men and “Ladies 
of the Afternoon” 
come to the 
Village  



1826 –  
The Con Men arrive! 



Debra Beck (Debra 
Gemind ) – a “Lady Of 
The Afternoon” – plans 
her revenge on the Con 
Men 



The Con Men get 
conned by the 
Villagers! 



Townspeople gather 
in front of the 
General Store 



John Houser as Jacob 
Brown teaches the 
children about Ohio’s 
statehood 



The children learn 
about Ohio’s 
statehood during a 
Fourth of July 
celebration 



Getting ready to 
muster during the 
Fourth of July 
Celebration 



Getting ready for 
the Flag raising on 
the Fourth of July 



Flag raising on the 
Fourth of July 



1844:  A Runaway 
Slave comes to town 
and the Villagers 
meet to discuss a 
plan 



Willie Womac 
(Jeff Bivens) is 
the escaped slave. 



The Ladies 
disguise the Male 
Runaway as a 
Woman and lead 
“her” out of town. 



The Ladies of the 
Village have a 
sewing bee 



Governor Ethan 
Allan Brown (John 
Houser) visits the 
town 



The Ladies plan a 
reception for 
Governor Ethan 
Allan Brown 



Christmas at Johnnycake Village 

The villagers celebrate with Reverend 
Schmidt who puts a Christmas Tree up.  
This is the first Christmas Tree the 
villagers have seen.  After decorating the 
tree with apples, yarn dolls, and popcorn 
strings, they listen to the Reverend read 
the story of the birth of Christ and then 
all join hands to sing “Silent Night” 
together. 



Getting ready to 
decorate the 
Christmas Tree 



Decorating the 
Christmas Tree 



Decorating the 
Christmas Tree 



Johnnycake Village 
makes the news 











Eden Valley continues to present living history programs as well as 
murder mysteries, reader’s theatre programs, plays and other 
event programming. The company has produced special programs for 
a number of local organizations including The Tuscarawas Historical 
Society, The Lorain County Metro Parks, North Coast Harbor, The 
Steamship William G. Mather, Roscoe Village, The Great Lakes 
Historical Society and the Western Reserve Historical Society. 
 
Eden Valley is a not-for-profit organization under section 501(c)(3) 
 
Contact Information: 
Website:  www.edenvalleyenterprises.org 
Eden Valley Enterprises; 1250 East River St.; Elyria, Ohio 44035 
 

 

http://edenvalleyenterprises.org/contactgoogle.htm
http://www.edenvalleyenterprises.org/

